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“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”— Othello. 
i 


No. 6540. FRIDAY, Dec. 9, 1842. Price 1d. 





_ “The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 


COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

Semiramide drew a crowded house last night. MissAdelaide Kemble, 
and Mrs. Alfred Shaw, were much applauded throughout the Opera. The 
Farce of The Turf concluded. 

HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

Tuis Evening, A Cure for Love, The Dowager, Suzanne, The Loan 
of a Lover, and A Kissin the Dark. Congreve’s Comedy of The Way 
of the World, adapted for representation, will be produced here early 
in the ensuing week. 

On Monday evening, just as the performances were about to com- 
mence at the Pavilion Theatre, a broker entered the house with an exe- 
cution for an arrear of rent, and seized upon all the properties, so that 
_ they could not be proceeded with, and the audience were obliged to 

leave the Theatre without having their money returned to them, or any 
uivalent value. 

Musical Lecture—The Theatre of the Southwark Literary Insti- 
tution was filled last night, by a very respectable audience, who had as- 
sembled to hear a second lecture on the rise and progress of music, given 
by Mr. Topliff, organist of Trinity Church, Newington. In noticing 
some.of the earlier stages of musical history, Mr. Topliff commented 
very eloquently upon the veneration in which, in all ages, music has been 
held by men the most illustrious in intellectual eminence; and cited a 
number of historical evidences to show how fallacious and opposed to 
fact, is the notion so frequently contended for, that music is a useless 
and frivolous pursuit, seldom countenanced by great minds. Passing 
from Homer, Socrates, St. Augustine, and others, Mr. Topliff wound 
up a list of eminent names with Roger, Ascham, Milton, and Shakspere, 
all of whom have left imperishable memorials of their love for “ sweet 
sounds.” He then proceeded to describe the character of the voice, and 
the extreme delicacy of its modulative powers, as effected by the larynx. 
This led to remarks upon the usual mode of its cultivation; in the 
course of which Mr. Topliff very amusingly hit off the affectations ob- 
servable in some of our would-be-thought singers of the present day, and 
concluded by a lucid and instructive lesson on the proper management of 
the voice, and the attainments requisite to forma good singer. The 
better io enforce his observations, Mr. Topliff gave some laughable il- 
fustrations of what he had been saying, and ended the lecture by de- 
monstrating the different effects of a song with or without expression. 
A beautiful Sabbath melody, in manuscript, composed by Mr. Topliff, to 

he words, “ Go to the Ant,” was most effectively sung by a young lady, 
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a pupil of his, and met with a hearty encore. Several other pieces were 
introduced, in which Mr. Topliff was assisted by three other young ladies 
also his pupils. Mr. Topliff himself sung two or three humorous comic 
songs, and performed a fantasia on the pianoforte very brilliantly. The 
lecture was altogether highly interesting, and drew forth the most ;un- 
equivocal testimonies of satisfaction from all present. 

M. Thalberg has performed in public twice since his arrival in this 
city, and has attracted a very numerous and fashionable audience on each 
occasion. — Dublin Correspondent. 








- Fashionable Lounges. 
0 the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Eprror,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, hope I don’t intrude 
—but will youexcuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub 
shoulders with my friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand 
Lounges about town :— 

Monday, paid another visit to the Taames TuNNEL, which is now completed, 
and is 1,200 feet in length. ‘The entrance is now on the Middlesex side, close to 
the Tunnel Pier at Wapping; the entrance to Rotherhithe is closed, in order to 
finish a new Staircase ; on the completion of which the Tunnel will be opened as 
a thoroughfare for foot Passengers. Generally go by one of the steam boats, 
either from Hungerford, Adelphi, Temple Bar, Blackfriars Brydge, Old Shades 
Pier, or London Bridge,—very convenient. 

Tuesday, stroll to view the magnificent and numerous additions just added to 
MapameE [vussaunp’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker-street, 
Portman-square :—An Historical Group, in Magnificent Armour, the Prince and. 
Princess Royal, in their splendid cot, the King of Prussia, Commissioner Lin and 
his Consort, the gorgeous Robes of George the Fourth designed by himself at a 
cost of 18,000/., &c.—This exhibition is crowded daily with the elite of society. 

In the evening got the best shilling’s worth I ever paid for in my life at the 
Roya ADELAIDE GALLERY, Lowther Arcade, Strand, where indeed all the arts 
and sciences met me with open arms—a graud Promenade Concert, vocal and in- 
strumental, supported by the first performers of the day, followed by a popular Lec- 
ture on the Bude and Drummond Lights, —saw the humerous effects of theLaughing 
Gas—the wonderful Gas Microscope, and 30 magnificent Dissolving Views of 
Ghusnee, Cabul, &c. and portraits of RobertBurns, Lord Nelson, PrinceAlbert.&c. 

Wednesday, visit the Chinese Collection, St. George’s Place, Hyde Park Corner. 
It consists of objects exclusively Chinese, comprising upwards of 50 figures as 
large as life, in their native costume, from the highest mandarin to the mechanic ; 
and replete with articles illustrative of their manufactures, habits, and domestic 
arrangements. Also many thousand specimens, both in Natural History and Mis- 
cellaneous Curiosities, illustrating the manners, &c. of 300,000,000 Chinese. 

In my way from the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, — quite delighted with the excellence of 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. 2. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at 1alf-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Thursday, dropped inio the Lowruer Bazaar, in the Strand—in addition to 
the usual accessories of such a place, is a Cosmorama fitted up with so much in- 
genuity that the spectator, with a very slight help from the fancy, might imagine 
that he was looking from some real cavern upon some of the most exquisite scenes 
on England’s coast. The articles are unusually reasonable, and the greatest ci- 
vility characterizes the establishment. It is very well attended, and to those who 
have not heard the Euterpeon it will be a great treat—there is no charge. 

In the evening I am to be found at ANpERTON’s HoreL, Fleet Street, enjoying 
some delightful singing at the Harmonic Meeting held there : the principal! singers 
consist of Mr. R. Cook, Mr. Bannister, Mr. Delevante, and Mr. Moody, the well- 
know comic singer, who is nightly encored in the comic song of “ My Lord Tom 
Noddy.” An eniment pianist presides. The concert commences at Half-past 
eight, and attracts vast audiences. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester-square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.—But I intrude—beg pardon— 
Your’s &.—PAUL PRY. 


























Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 


This Evening, Shakspere’s Play of The 


TEMPEST. 


The Music selected from the works of PURCELL, LINLEY, and 
Dr. ARNE, arranged by Mr. J. H. Tully. 
The Entre-Acts from Haydn's and Beethoven's Symphonies. 
Previous tothe Play, Weber’s Overtnre to “ The Ruler of the Spirits.’ 


Alonso, (King of Naples) Mr COOPEK, 
Sebastian ......(his Brother).. ... Mr DIDDEAR, 
Prospero, (Duke of Milan,) MrVANDitNHOFP, 

- Antonio, (theUsurpingDuke of Milan) MrJ. VINING, 
Ferdinand, Mr CHARLtS PITT, 
is i xcde-s3pe Anveye Mr F. MATTHEWS, 
Adrian & Francisco, Messrs.A.Wigan & Binge, 
Caliban, (a savage & deformed Slave) MrJ. BLAND, 
Trinculo, (a Jester) Mr HARLEY, 
Stephano....(a Drunken Butier)....Mr BARTLEY, 
Boatswain. . (aeke nee Mr W. H. PAYNE, 
Miranda,( Daughter Prospero) MissVANDiiN HOFF 
Ariel, (anAiry Spirit) Miss RAINFORTH, 
Characters wn the Masqoe. 
Iris..MissCOOPER, Ceres..Miss RAINFORTH, 
Juno, Miss POOLE 


After which, Auber’s Opera, in Three Acts, of 


MASANITELLO. 


WITH the WHOLE of the MUSIC, COMPOSED by AUBER‘ 
The Chorusses under the Direction of J. H. Tully. 
With entirely New Scenery, Machinery, Dresses and Decorations. 
The Scenery by the Messrs. Grieve. 
The Decorations, by Mr. W.Bradwell. The Dances, by MrGilbert. 
Masaniello, Mr W. HARRISON, 





Alphonso, ,,.Mr TRAVERS, Lorenzo,.,.Mr A. WIGAN. 
Pietro, .Mr G. HORNCASTLE, 
Moreno, Mr BINGE, Rufino Mr. J. BLAND, 


Selva, Mr COLLETT, Commissioner, Mr MOORE, 
Neapolitan Nobles, Pages, Fishermen, Fishermen’s Wives, &c. &c. 
Elvira, Miss POOLE, 

Fenella ,....... (the Dumb Girl,) ........Miss BALLIN, 
Inis, Miss FLOYD. 

In Act I.—THE GUARACHA, ' 

By Mesdames Ridgway, Taylor, Kendall, James, Se. 
PAS D’ESPAGNE,—by Master and Miss Marshall, 

‘ In Act IT—A BOLERO,—by Mr. Gilbert and Miss Ballin. 
And THE TARANTELLA, 

By Messrs. Ridgway, J. Ridgway, Delferier, Mrs. Ridgwoy, &c. 





To-morrow, The Secret Marriage and Masaniello. 











Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 


This Evening, the Historical Tragedy of 


KING JOHN. 


King John, Mr MACREADY, 

Prince Henry, hisSon.......... Miss HOWARD, 
Geffrey Fitz-Peter, Earl of Essex..Mr ELLIS, 
William Longsword, Earl of Salisbury, MrELTON, 
Hubert de Burgh .. MrPHELPS, 

Philip Faulconbridge,...........Mr ANDERSON, 
Philip Augustus. .Mr GRAHAM, 

Lewis the Dauphin .........eee.-.-Mr HUDSON, 
Arch-Duke of Austria, Mr SELBY, 

Giles, Vicomte de Melun.. Mr G. BENNETT, 
Cardinal Pandulph, the Pope’s Legate, MrRY DER, 
Queen Elinor .......eee-ee+-eeeee Miss ELLIS, 
The Lady Constance, Miss H. FAUCIT, 
a eee .e.... Miss FAIRBROTHER 


Lady Faulconbridge, Mrs SELBY. 














After which, (20th Time) DRYDEN’s Dramatic Opera of 


King Arthur ; 


Or, The British Worthy. 


The Overture and all the Music composed by PURCELL, with the 
exception of the Soloin * Come follow me,” & the Pieces, “Thus 
LT infuse,” and “ O sight, thou mother of desire.” 

The whole arranged with additional accompaniments, by Mr.T. COOKE. 





Britons —King Arthur .. «2 «2 ee Mr ANDERSON, 
Conon, Duke of Cornwall, Mr G. BENNETT, 

Aurelius, Mr SELBY, Albanact, Mr MELLON, 
Cadwallon, Mr HOWELL, Ambrosius, Mr C.J. SMITH, 
Urien, MrCARLE, Merlin, MrRYDER, Minstrels,Messrs. Redfearn,&c. 
Warriors, Mr J. Reeve, &c. Peasants, Mr Roberts, &c. 

Emmeline, Mrs STIRLING, 

Matilda, Miss ELLIS, Shepherdesses, Mrs Serle, Mrs Boden, &c. 
Saxons.—Oswald, King of Kent, Mr GRAHAM, 
Osmond, MrH. PHILLIPS, Guillemar, Mr WALDRON, 
Elia, Mr PAULO, Redwald, Mr BRADY, _ Cerdic, Mr KING, 
Sacrificing Priest, Mr ALLEN, Philidel, Miss P,. HORTON, 
Grimbald, Mr STRETTON, Spirit of Sleep, Mr S. JONES, 
Spirits under various forms in the Visions, 

Vision of Flora—Vertumnus, Mr Webster, Flora, Miss Webster, 
Vision of Regions of Frost—Cupid, Miss ROMER, 

Genins of Frost, Mr STRETTON. 

In theEnchanted Grove—Sirens & Dryads, MissROMER, Miss Webster. 
In Merlin’s Vision—Venus, Miss FAIRBROTHER, 
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